
Kaimuki Orchid Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10203 

Honolulu, HI  96816 
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APRIL NEWSLETTER 
Executive Board Meeting:   1st Monday of the month, 7:00 PM 
General Society Meeting:   1st Tuesday of the month, 7:00 PM 

  All meetings are at the Kilauea District Park 

PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOU HAVE PAID YOUR DUES 

This can be done at the membership table 

THE FINAL PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE SHOW SIGN UP. 

PLEASE FILL IT OUT AND EMAIL, POST, OR BRING TO THE NEXT MEETING. 
Executive Board    

PRESIDENT 1
st

 VICE PRESIDENT 2
nd

 VICE PRESIDENT 

Alan Mai’i’  Phil Sharp Lisa Abbott 
377-5005 373-3998 383-9593 
alanmaii@hawaii.rr.com sharps-solutions@hawaii.rr.com labbott@hawaii.rr.com 

TREASURER RECORDING SECRETARY CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Ralph Kobayashi Joanie Fujishiro Grace Kobayashi 
737-1882 734-3698 737-1882 

 jefuji@aol.com gykobayashi@hotmail.com 

Director Director Director 

Judy Nakamura Jill Cavanaugh Larry Ward 
373-9197 732-2993  
judynnakamura@hotmail.com jc8886@yahoo.com cech@pixi.com 
   

 Board Meeting:           General Meeting: 
Date: . . . . Monday, May 3, 2010   Date: . . . . Tuesday, May 4, 2010 
Time: . . . . 7:00 pm       Time: . . . . 7:00 pm 
Location: . . Kilauea District Park     Location: . . Kilauea District Park 
               Speaker: . . . Kean Matsumoto 
Please wear your KOS shirts!       Topic: . . . Honohono Orchids 

PLEASE Don’t FORGET YOUR NAME TAGS! 

 Newsletter: 
If anyone receiving this newsletter via USPS has an email address, please send to: kaimukiorchidsociety@hotmail.com.  If you have 
access to a computer, even if you do not have an email address, please let us know—saves us paper and postage (not to mention 

time)!  The newsletter is posted on our website at www.kaimukiorchid.org.  Those without email or access to a computer will  
continue to receive their newsletters as usual.  

 Where are we? 
For those of you who only communicate with us via the web and would like to attend one of our meetings, a map detailing our  
location is in the map section of our Society’s website, www.kaimukiorchid.org. 

 KOS Dues Renewal: 
Be sure to renew your 2010 membership.  Please check with Phil Sharp or Ralph and Grace Kobayashi for your membership status.  
Membership status is based on the calendar year and renewals of $20 per person, $10 for additional members at the same address.  
Renewals will be collected throughout the year.  Only new members joining the Society in the last quarter of the year will have their  
membership extended to the following year. 

 KOS Shirts: 
The sizes available for sale are: small, large, x-large, xx-large.  There are no medium sizes.  The shirts are $7.00 for the first one, and  
$13.00 for any additional shirts.   



 Name Tags: 
Please see Phil at the admin table if you have lost your name tag.  Remember, you need your name tag in order to qualify for 
drawings and special deals presented at the meetings.  There is a $5.00 replacement fee for lost tags.  Suggestions for remembering 
where your name tag is:  Keep it on the door knob where you exit your home;  keep it in the glove compartment of your car.  How  
do you remember where your name tag is?  Send in your suggestions to our email kaimukiorchidsociety@hotmail.com. 

 Pre-Meeting Activities: 
�  Purchase shirts. 
�  Register your change of address 
�  Temporary Name Tags are issued to those who have lost or forgotten them. 
�  Signup new members. 
�  Pay 2010 dues. 

 General Meeting – April 6, 2010 
Meeting was opened by President Alan Mai’I at 7:00 p.m. 

Announcements were made regarding: 
 The silent auction, vendors’ plants for sale and refreshments at the meeting.   
 A reminder about renewing your KOS membership. 
 The white board in the back of the meeting which contained: 
  A sign up sheet for volunteers for the July show. 
  A list of people who had already volunteered for the show. 
  A list of name tags that were ready for pick up. 
  A list of former members who have not renewed their membership. 

Ralph Kobayashi announced a change in the KOS July show.  Kalani High School notified KOS that the gym will be unavailable to us 
due to a tournament, but we can use the cafeteria.  After Grace and Ralph checked everywhere and reported to the Board the 
following changes were made regarding location and  
the show will only be 2 days. 

 Location: Kalani High School Gym 

 Dates and time: Thursday July 22
nd 

Set up 9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday July 23
rd 

Show 9 am to 6 pm 

  Saturday July 24
th 

Show 9 am to 6 pm  

    Take down 6 pm to 9 pm 
 

It was also announced that for every shift that a volunteer works they would receive a ticket towards the drawing held by KOS for 
prizes as follows: 
 Grand Prize – 2 night stay at the Hawaiian Hilton time share 
 Longs Gift Certificates for $25 – 40 of these to be given away. 

Guest Speaker – Dale Miyasaki  

 Topic – Growing Catasetinae Orchids – slide show and oral presentation 

Dale indicated that these orchids originated in Central and South America, mostly Brazil and are closely related to Cymbidiums and a  
few other orchids.  They are cigar shape pseudo bulbs with soft leaves and are either upright or dependent. 

Some distinguishing features are that they have both male and female flowers which are separate flowers.  The pollen is triggered  
when it is hit by something and then shoots out. 

The male flowers require more sun and they are about 15 -20 flowers on a stem, whereas the female flowers like a more shady  
environment and only have about 4 or 5 flowers on a stem. 

The dormant period (fall through winter) is very important because during that time you do not fertilize nor do you re-pot and they  
require less water – only about once a month do you water them. 

They can vary from very colorful to white and have won many awards.  They are inexpensive and many of them are fragrant.  Some  
varieties that he mentioned were the  “Clowesia” which is fragrant and “After Dark” which is slightly fragrant. 

Dale gave an excellent presentation on re-potting these orchids and many of his comments applied to the  
re-potting of orchids in general. 



 Re-potting of these orchids: 

 

1. Re-pot when new roots are actively growing and do not over pot. 
2. Small plants (2”-3”) pot in small bark and larger plants use coarse bark. 
3. Remove all old media using the old pot to loosen it and then use a high pressure hose. 
4. Always sterilize your tools (shears etc.) so that you do not spread disease from plant to plant.  Dale showed the group a push 

button nozzle from Gas Pro ($40) for your small canister to make it easier when sterilizing. 
5. Select a pot that would allow about 2 years of growth. 
6. Fill 1/3 of your pot with styrofoam peanuts and put the oldest growth of the plant on one side of the pot.  Then use medium 

grade bark for the rest of the pot to provide good drainage.  This will keep it a bit loose for good air circulation and drainage. 
7. Add a coarse grade of dolamite and fertilize regularly with 13-2-13 fertilizer.  

There was the judging of plants, the winners of the silent auction were announced and Ralph Kobayashi  
called out the winners of free orchid plants. 

The meeting was closed by President Alan Mai’i at 9:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Joanie Fujishiro, 
Recording Secretary 

 American Orchid Society Judging: 
Please bring your blooming plants to be judged. 
They need to be registered before the meeting starts. 
We have four categories for culture awards: 

� Category 1:  Members growing orchids for  1 – 5 years 
� Category 2:  Members growing orchids for  6 – 10 years 
� Category 3:  Members growing orchids for  11+ years 
� Category 4:  Members growing orchids   received at KOS Functions. 

o Bring your blooming (required) plants in by 6:45 
o Fill out a plant registration form 
o Place your plant on the appropriate table  

GOOD LUCK!! 

 Kaimuki Orchid Society Donations: 
Our Society made a donation of 31 blooming dendrobiums to Meals on Wheels for their appreciation banquet.  Ralph and Grace  
Kobayashi with Alan Mai’i’ and Phil Sharp went to Waianae to pick up the plants and delivered them to Pearl Country Club. 

The Society also received an acknowledgement from Bobby Shintani, Donations Chair, Kaimuki District Park--City and County of  
Honolulu for donating blooming plants to the Kilauea District Park for their Mahalo luncheon. 

 New Members and Guests: 
Aloha and welcome to our new member, Derek Wada.  He is sponsored by Ralph Kobayashi.  Unfortunately, he can attend meetings 
only after they have started.  All new members and first time guests receive an orchid plant from the Society.  We also recognize the  
efforts of the sponsors of new members by presenting them with an orchid plant too. 

John is out with his friends and stops by his grandmother's house for a visit.  There's a bowl of peanuts on the coffee table so 

John and his friends start snacking on them.  When they're ready to leave, his friends say, "Nice to meet you, ma'am, and thank 

you for the peanuts."  Grandma says, "You’re welcome.  Ever since I lost my dentures, all I can do is suck the chocolate off of them." 

 



 Culture Award Winners for March:  (See their pictures on the web!!) 

Category 1: Den Queen of Brighton 
 Lynn Thrall 
Category 2: Paph Jogjae 
 Dave Steele 
Category 3: Aerangis Thodosticta syn luteo-alba 
 Kean Matsumoto 
Category 4: SLC Final Touch “Mendenhall” 
 Masako Otsuji 

 

Mahalo to Dale Miyasaki for his judging and plant commentary 

 Silent Auction 
Thank you to Roy Tokunaga for donating all those beautiful blooming orchid plants for our silent auction.   Thanks also to Reid  
Kawamoto for his plant donation. 

More thank yous to all who generously supported our silent auction.  There will be a silent auction at every general meeting.  This is 
to provide some steady income to our treasury.  We encourage all members to donate plants at our meetings.  This is an excellent 
way to cull your collection and support the Society at the same time.  Be sure to fill out a silent auction form with your name, the  
donation and the minimum bid.  Any plant without a bid will be returned to the owner or if the owner wishes, it will be sold at the  
discretion of the auctioneer. 

Sales income at April meeting:   
 Plant supplies monies   $84.00 
 Silent auction monies   $240.00 
 2 AOS membership Referrals $10.00 

 Do You Know?  Ronald and Jean Oki 
Ron Oki was a director on the KOS Executive Board.  Ron and Jean were also taking care of the monthly refreshment for several 
years.  They have now taken the responsibility of selling garden supplies to our  
members at the monthly meetings.   

Taking care of selling garden supplies requires Ron and Jean to keep all the 
supplies at their home, keeping an accurate inventory, taking the supplies to 
the meetings and keeping an accurate account of all sales.  We try to provide 
our members with supplies for their garden at a cost that probably is less than 
what they would pay if they went shopping elsewhere.  The other plus is that  
the supplies come to you! 

Be sure to stop by Ron’s table and see what you could use.  The Society makes 
a small profit from these sales.  If there is an item that you really need, be sure 
to let Ron know.  We may be able to get it, depending on demand and  
availability. 

 Please Kokua: 
� Sign up for donating refreshments — the month and, if known, what you are bringing. 
� Bring enough to serve at least 12, small servings. 
� Have items ready to serve—cut pies and cakes. 
� Label all utensils and containers and remember to take them home. 
� You may be asked to change the date of your donation —  
 there may be too many people signing up for a particular month. 
� Do not bring “soupy” or wet snacks unless they are pre-served or appropriate containers are provided — 
 example, small cups. 
� Do not forget when you will be providing snacks.  We will not call to remind you. 
� The Society provides hot and cold drinks (cups included), small snack plates, napkins, eating utensils.   
 To defray this expense, we have a donation jar and thank all who make a donation when you pick up your 
 snacks. 

 



 Thank you for your donation to the refreshment table at the March meeting: 
 Arakaki, Mary Ann Kim, Alice 
 Dang, Jennie Leong, Greg 
 Herring, Chris Leong, Linda 
 Higo, kim Ozawa, Gayle 
 Ho, Alma Tang, Shirley 
 Ikawa, Elinor Tobita, Grace 

 Kaimuki Orchid Show Update: 
All members are asked to help in making this show a greater success than last year’s.  Please sign up for volunteering at the show—
set up, Thursday, July 22; morning and/or afternoon shift on Friday and Saturday, July 23rd and 24th.  The publicity for our show will  
be concentrated in the months of June and July and all materials for the show will be distributed in May or June. 

 KOS annual show in July: Sign Ups 
We would like to thank the following for signing up to assist with the 2010 Show. 

This is a GREAT start!  However, we need at least three times as many as this:  100+ to assist. 
Please keep in mind that without our show, we have no funds for anything we do which includes 

the banquet, raffles, drawings, AOS judging, meeting place, everything. 

Essentially, we would not have a club. 

Barras, Adele Higo, Kim Ozawa, Gayle 

Cavanaugh, Curt Jay, Donald Pang, Letty 

Cavanaugh, Jill Kim, Alice Sharp, Phil 

Dang, Jennie Leong, Greg Suzuki, Michiko 

Donnan, Muriel Ma, Beaudine Tang, Rolland 

Ikawa, Eleanor Miwa, Steph Tang, Shirley 

Ikawa, Ike Murai, Alice Watanabe, Emiko 

Itoman, Harriet Nitta, Sharilyn Watanabe, Michele 

Itoman, Robert Oki, Jean Wheeler, Barry 

Hayashida, Deanna Oki, Ronald Wheeler, Paula 

Herring, Christine Okino, Lois  

It is not too late, the form at the end of this newsletter can be used, 
any of the board members can be contacted via phone or,  

preferably email to place your name on the list.   
Days and times are listed at the end of this newsletter. 

 Read the newsletters: 
Every so often, unannounced, we will insert an obvious error into the newsletter, NOT the website.  THIS month, there is no error.  
There is, however, a change to the newsletter.  The three people who email me at sharps-solutions@hawaii.rr.com, with the correct 
answer, will receive a gift certificate from Kawamoto Nursery.  You also MUST have paid your dues in order to qualify.  The 
certificates can ONLY be redeemed at the nursery, not at our monthly plant sales.   
The answer will be given out at the next meeting. 

 Car Pooling: 
If YOU know of any that would like to attend but don’t have a ride, PLEASE let us know.  Newly elected director, Judy Nakamura, also 
our social director, will be coordinating this effort.  PLEASE be available if you are called upon.  One day the person who may need  
this assistance could be you. 

 Membership Drive: 
No Society can continue to exist without the influx of new members.  Members leaving the Society need to be counteracted by an 
influx of new members.  ALL of us need to think of our society in terms of the recruitment of new members.  We need to of brag 
about our Society to our friends and associates, spreading the word about the activities that we have and the camaraderie  that we 
share.  We need to boast about our Proclamation Day (GREAT article and pictures with the Mayor, Gayle), the zoo hui, our banquet,  
our orchid show, FREE ORCHIDS, all of it. 

We have a Kaimuki Orchid Society brochure done by member LISA ABBOTT that is very helpful and informative. 



With this in mind, tell us what you would like to see at the meetings.  For example, many like the hands on demonstrations of 
potting and those concerning watering and fertilizing.  They have been interesting, and informative.  What would YOU like to see  
that will keep your interest in the club up and, more importantly,  

WHAT YOU FEEL YOU COULD BRAG ABOUT TO OTHERS TO MAKE THEM JOIN US. 

Email or call anyone of the board members – we are all listed at the top of this newsletter, with your comments and suggestions. 
- Phil Sharp 

 AOS Corner: 
The American Orchid Society is getting ready for its Spring meeting where it will be electing a new President.  Carlos Fighetti, the 
present AOS President, has worked terribly hard for all orchid growers whether they were members of AOS or not, and we all 
appreciate his efforts.  Carlos was president for 2 and a half years but it probably felt like 15 to him!  Thanks for all your hard work  
Carlos! 

All orchid society boards are made up of volunteers who are working  hard trying to do what is right for the society.  It is not easy 
and we hope that the AOS Affiliated Society Committee can help by bringing together societies to exchange ideas and then sharing 
these ideas.  Working together does lighten the load and makes for some great friendships as well as teaches us about orchids.  So 
watch for AOS Rep info, check out the AOS web site, both the forum and the Affiliated Society page, and our Facebook page for 
ideas on making your society the best it can be.  And thanks to all of the volunteers who make the orchid community the special  
place it is. 

Carol Holdren 
AOS Affiliated Society Committee 
 
 

The Blonde Rider 
  
A blonde decides to try horseback riding, even though she has had no lessons, nor prior   

experience. She mounts the horse unassisted, and the horse immediately springs into motion.   

It gallops along at a steady and rhythmic pace, but the blonde begins to slide from the saddle. 

  
In terror, she grabs for the horse's mane, but cannot seem to get a firm grip.  She tries to   

throw her arms around the horse's neck, but she slides down the horse's side anyway.   

The horse gallops along, seemingly impervious to its slipping rider. 

  
Finally, giving up her frail grip, the blonde attempts to leap away from the horse and throw  

herself to safety.  Unfortunately, her foot has become entangled in the stirrup, she is now at  

the mercy of the horse's pounding hooves as her head is struck against the ground over and over. 

  
As her head is battered against the ground, she is mere moments away from unconsciousness 

when  

to her great fortune.... Frank, the Wal-Mart greeter, sees her dilemma and unplugs the horse. 
  
And you thought all they did was say Hello. 

 



WHAT’S COMING UP 

May                                     
3 Mon KOS Board meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
4 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Speaker: Kean Matsumoto – Honohono Orchids 
  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

31 Mon KOS Board meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
June                                     

1 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Annual Silent Auction – No Speaker 

July                                     
5 Mon KOS Board meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
6 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Planning Meeting for Annual Show 

  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

22 Thu Set up for annual show; 9:00 am; Kalani Cafeteria 

23 Fri KOS Show; 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; Kalani Cafeteria 

24 Sat KOS Show; 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; Kalani Cafeteria 

  Take down for annual show; 3:00 pm;  

August                                    
2 Mon KOS Board meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
3 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Host: Kawamoto Nursery 
  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

September                                   
6 Mon KOS Board meeting, place to be announced, 7:00 pm 
7 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Speaker: – Bernie Cagauan 
  Topic: - Grammatophyllum 
  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

October                                    
4 Mon KOS Board meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
5 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Speaker: - Ken Ibara, Hawaii Pacific Orchids 
  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

November                                   
1 Mon KOS Board meeting, TBA, 7:00 pm 
3 Wed KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
  Speaker: - Roy Tokunaga, H&R Nurseries 
  Nomination and Election of Officers 
  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

December                                   
6 Mon KOS Board meeting, Kilauea District Park, 7:00 pm 
7 Tue KOS General meeting, Kilauea District Park, 6:30 pm 
  End of Year Potluck and installation of officers 
  Garden Supplies Sale 

  Silent Auction 

January                                    
23 Sun KOS Banquet/Brunch @ Hale Ikena – Sign In begins at 9:30 

 



2010 SHOW SIGN UP 

Set up: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM July 22 Thursday 
Show: 7:30 am - 6:00 PM July 23rd & 24th Friday & Saturday 

Please indicate with a check mark the day & AM or PM 
 when you will be able to work at the show. 

 July 22 July 23 July 24 
Name Setup Am Pm Am Pm 

Phil Sharp (Sample) √ √ √ √ √ 
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
 


